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Every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau conducts the Decennial Census. This is a count of all inhabitants in the United States.  
Required by the U.S. Constitution, it was first conducted in 1790.  Over the decades, the Decennial Census has seen many changes.  
Most recently, the Census Bureau created the option to respond online.   

 

To see the self-response rate (how many responded online or by phone/mail) for your county,  
visit the 2020 Census Response Rate Map at: 

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-census-self-response-rates-map.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kentucky: By The Numbers Program provides resources, training, and assistance in finding and using publicly available secondary data.  Access to these and other resources are available at: http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu  
 

 Total Population  Madison County Central Extension Region Kentucky 
     

 1920 Census 26,284 893,114 2,416,630 

 1930 Census 27,621 996,269 2,614,589 

 1940 Census 28,541 1,054,971 2,845,627 

 1950 Census 31,179 1,195,185 2,944,806 

 1960 Census 33,482 1,398,207 3,038,156 

 1970 Census 42,730 1,591,251 3,218,706 

 1980 Census 53,352 1,741,529 3,660,777 

 1990 Census 57,508 1,797,469 3,685,296 

 2000 Census 70,872 2,035,885 4,041,769 

 2010 Census 82,916 2,269,615 4,339,367 

 2020 Census 92,701 2,432,340 4,505,836 

 2022 Population Estimate 95,187 2,440,260 4,512,310 
 

  
Data from the 2010 and 2020 Censuses and the 2022 Population Estimates are from https://data.census.gov/ 

The 1920-1990 data are from the Census Bureau publication Population of States and Counties of the United States: 1790 to 1990 available at: 
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1990/population-of-states-and-counties-us-1790-1990/population-of-states-and-

counties-of-the-united-states-1790-1990.pdf  
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The official population counts are from the Decennial Census or the Census Bureau’s population estimates. 
 

(While population data are available from the American Community Survey, they are NOT the official population figures.) 
 

To find out more about the history and changes in the Decennial Census, go to: https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/overview/  



Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact 
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, 
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu.  The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu  
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Every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau conducts the Decennial Census. This is a count of all inhabitants in the United States.  
Required by the U.S. Constitution, it was first conducted in 1790.  Over the decades, the Decennial Census has seen many changes.  
Most recently, the Census Bureau created the option to respond online.   

 

To see the self-response rate (how many responded online or by phone/mail) for your county,  
visit the 2020 Census Response Rate Map at: 

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-census-self-response-rates-map.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kentucky: By The Numbers Program provides resources, training, and assistance in finding and using publicly available secondary data.  Access to these and other resources are available at: http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu  
 

 Total Population  Marion County Central Extension Region Kentucky 
     

 1920 Census 15,527 893,114 2,416,630 

 1930 Census 15,499 996,269 2,614,589 

 1940 Census 16,913 1,054,971 2,845,627 

 1950 Census 17,212 1,195,185 2,944,806 

 1960 Census 16,887 1,398,207 3,038,156 

 1970 Census 16,714 1,591,251 3,218,706 

 1980 Census 17,910 1,741,529 3,660,777 

 1990 Census 16,499 1,797,469 3,685,296 

 2000 Census 18,212 2,035,885 4,041,769 

 2010 Census 19,820 2,269,615 4,339,367 

 2020 Census 19,581 2,432,340 4,505,836 

 2022 Population Estimate 19,775 2,440,260 4,512,310 
 

  
Data from the 2010 and 2020 Censuses and the 2022 Population Estimates are from https://data.census.gov/ 

The 1920-1990 data are from the Census Bureau publication Population of States and Counties of the United States: 1790 to 1990 available at: 
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1990/population-of-states-and-counties-us-1790-1990/population-of-states-and-

counties-of-the-united-states-1790-1990.pdf  
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The official population counts are from the Decennial Census or the Census Bureau’s population estimates. 
 

(While population data are available from the American Community Survey, they are NOT the official population figures.) 
 

To find out more about the history and changes in the Decennial Census, go to: https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/overview/  



Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact 
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, 
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu.  The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu  
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Every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau conducts the Decennial Census. This is a count of all inhabitants in the United States.  
Required by the U.S. Constitution, it was first conducted in 1790.  Over the decades, the Decennial Census has seen many changes.  
Most recently, the Census Bureau created the option to respond online.   

 

To see the self-response rate (how many responded online or by phone/mail) for your county,  
visit the 2020 Census Response Rate Map at: 

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-census-self-response-rates-map.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kentucky: By The Numbers Program provides resources, training, and assistance in finding and using publicly available secondary data.  Access to these and other resources are available at: http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu  
 

 Total Population  Mercer County Central Extension Region Kentucky 
     

 1920 Census 14,795 893,114 2,416,630 

 1930 Census 14,471 996,269 2,614,589 

 1940 Census 14,629 1,054,971 2,845,627 

 1950 Census 14,643 1,195,185 2,944,806 

 1960 Census 14,596 1,398,207 3,038,156 

 1970 Census 15,960 1,591,251 3,218,706 

 1980 Census 19,011 1,741,529 3,660,777 

 1990 Census 19,148 1,797,469 3,685,296 

 2000 Census 20,817 2,035,885 4,041,769 

 2010 Census 21,331 2,269,615 4,339,367 

 2020 Census 22,641 2,432,340 4,505,836 

 2022 Population Estimate 22,902 2,440,260 4,512,310 
 

  
Data from the 2010 and 2020 Censuses and the 2022 Population Estimates are from https://data.census.gov/ 

The 1920-1990 data are from the Census Bureau publication Population of States and Counties of the United States: 1790 to 1990 available at: 
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1990/population-of-states-and-counties-us-1790-1990/population-of-states-and-

counties-of-the-united-states-1790-1990.pdf  
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The official population counts are from the Decennial Census or the Census Bureau’s population estimates. 
 

(While population data are available from the American Community Survey, they are NOT the official population figures.) 
 

To find out more about the history and changes in the Decennial Census, go to: https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/overview/  



Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact 
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, 
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu.  The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu  
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Every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau conducts the Decennial Census. This is a count of all inhabitants in the United States.  
Required by the U.S. Constitution, it was first conducted in 1790.  Over the decades, the Decennial Census has seen many changes.  
Most recently, the Census Bureau created the option to respond online.   

 

To see the self-response rate (how many responded online or by phone/mail) for your county,  
visit the 2020 Census Response Rate Map at: 

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-census-self-response-rates-map.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kentucky: By The Numbers Program provides resources, training, and assistance in finding and using publicly available secondary data.  Access to these and other resources are available at: http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu  
 

 Total Population  Montgomery County Central Extension Region Kentucky 
     

 1920 Census 12,245 893,114 2,416,630 

 1930 Census 11,660 996,269 2,614,589 

 1940 Census 12,280 1,054,971 2,845,627 

 1950 Census 13,025 1,195,185 2,944,806 

 1960 Census 13,461 1,398,207 3,038,156 

 1970 Census 15,364 1,591,251 3,218,706 

 1980 Census 20,046 1,741,529 3,660,777 

 1990 Census 19,561 1,797,469 3,685,296 

 2000 Census 22,554 2,035,885 4,041,769 

 2010 Census 26,499 2,269,615 4,339,367 

 2020 Census 28,114 2,432,340 4,505,836 

 2022 Population Estimate 28,367 2,440,260 4,512,310 
 

  
Data from the 2010 and 2020 Censuses and the 2022 Population Estimates are from https://data.census.gov/ 

The 1920-1990 data are from the Census Bureau publication Population of States and Counties of the United States: 1790 to 1990 available at: 
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1990/population-of-states-and-counties-us-1790-1990/population-of-states-and-

counties-of-the-united-states-1790-1990.pdf  
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The official population counts are from the Decennial Census or the Census Bureau’s population estimates. 
 

(While population data are available from the American Community Survey, they are NOT the official population figures.) 
 

To find out more about the history and changes in the Decennial Census, go to: https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/overview/  



Kentucky: By The Numbers is an Extension program in the Department of Community and Leadership Development at the University of Kentucky.  For more information contact 
your local Cooperative Extension office or Dr. Julie N. Zimmerman, Professor of Rural Sociology, Department of Community and Leadership Development, 500 Garrigus Building, 
University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546-0215. email: jzimm@uky.edu.  The entire series is online at http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu  
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Every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau conducts the Decennial Census. This is a count of all inhabitants in the United States.  
Required by the U.S. Constitution, it was first conducted in 1790.  Over the decades, the Decennial Census has seen many changes.  
Most recently, the Census Bureau created the option to respond online.   

 

To see the self-response rate (how many responded online or by phone/mail) for your county,  
visit the 2020 Census Response Rate Map at: 

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2020-census-self-response-rates-map.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kentucky: By The Numbers Program provides resources, training, and assistance in finding and using publicly available secondary data.  Access to these and other resources are available at: http://kybtn.ca.uky.edu  
 

 Total Population  Nelson County Central Extension Region Kentucky 
     

 1920 Census 16,137 893,114 2,416,630 

 1930 Census 16,551 996,269 2,614,589 

 1940 Census 18,004 1,054,971 2,845,627 

 1950 Census 19,521 1,195,185 2,944,806 

 1960 Census 22,168 1,398,207 3,038,156 

 1970 Census 23,477 1,591,251 3,218,706 

 1980 Census 27,584 1,741,529 3,660,777 

 1990 Census 29,710 1,797,469 3,685,296 

 2000 Census 37,477 2,035,885 4,041,769 

 2010 Census 43,437 2,269,615 4,339,367 

 2020 Census 46,738 2,432,340 4,505,836 

 2022 Population Estimate 47,392 2,440,260 4,512,310 
 

  
Data from the 2010 and 2020 Censuses and the 2022 Population Estimates are from https://data.census.gov/ 

The 1920-1990 data are from the Census Bureau publication Population of States and Counties of the United States: 1790 to 1990 available at: 
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1990/population-of-states-and-counties-us-1790-1990/population-of-states-and-

counties-of-the-united-states-1790-1990.pdf  
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The official population counts are from the Decennial Census or the Census Bureau’s population estimates. 
 

(While population data are available from the American Community Survey, they are NOT the official population figures.) 
 

To find out more about the history and changes in the Decennial Census, go to: https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/overview/  


