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The Negro Farm Owner

By ALLEN B. DOGGETT, Jr.

HAMPTON INSTITUTE, Va., Feb. 27.—The Negro is
fast deserting the farm for town and industrial center. Geor-
gia, for instance, has lost one-third of her Negro farmers in
the census period 1920-23, and is still losing them. One out
of every six Negro tillers of the soil in South Caralina has de-
parted for parts unknown. One out of cvery eight in Arkan-
sas has gone, and¥n Alabama one out of ten left the plow to
rust. ‘

It is well, perhaps, that many of these men and their
families have abandoned leaky shacks, small terraced farms,
and the cternal debt of the tenant system. To many de-
parture means education for their chiidren, opportunity, es-
cape from terrorism, security, freedom. The uphill fight to
win a living from cotton in the older cotton States is slowlv
but surely being given up in favor of the ievel lands of Texas

and the newer soil and machiners of Oklahoma.

The cotton lands of the Atlaniic
States, excepting specially favor-
ed localities, scem to be marking
time bYefore going back to brush
and timber with the coming of a
rerfected mechantcal cotton-plck-
er, or, let us hope, rejuvenated by
a radically different type of farm-
Ing, .North Carolina is the only
eastern state, where cotton {s an
important crop, showing  an in-
crease in the ' number of *Negro
farmers.

The situation is alarming from
the standpoint of the landlord, His
labor supply is deserting him and
cotton labor, unlike that in many
cther crops, may not yet be replac-
ed with machinery, for the hands
at picking time govern the acre-
age planted. "It {s also alarming to
the thoughtful Negro men apd wo-
men working toward the upbuild-
fug of a permanent agriculture.
For it {s not only the tenants and
croppers who have left the land.

Farm owners are deserting their
homes in increasing numbers, In
Georgla, of the 46,000 farmers leav-
ing the farms durlng 1920-25, 4.
000 were owners. Alabama has
lrst 2,400 farm owners, and {n
South Carolina 3,300 decided the
game was not worth the candle.
In the cotton states 23,000 home
owners have gone.

The circumstances torcing those
departures of farm owoers seem to
be many. But the {mmediate rea-
son, deep-rooted as it is in tradi-
tional technigue and marketing, is
the low purchading power of an
acre of cotton. In 1920 it took one
and & half acres of cotton in Ala-
bama to purchase what one acre
would have in North Carolina,
where cotton farming is carried on
in conjunction with a bread and
meat and feed program.

The same condition prevailed in
1926 and to a lesser oxtent in the
other years. Georgla cotton grow-
ers needed three acres of cotton In
1920 and three and a halt in 1926
to purchase what North Carolina
farmers could buy with one acre.
Similar inequalities prevailed for
Arkansas and South Carolina.

Country air is good. but every
man who owns a farm has bills to
pay. The prosparity ot these
States thus measured sjnce 1920
was -equal to or above that for the
United States as a whole only in
1924 and 1923,

But before those Negro {armers
who now have a grip on the land
release their hold it may be well
for them to pause and to consider
their position apart from their
immediate and temporary eco-
nomic posftion and the contagion
caught from the going of many of
thelr friends,

To thia end Benjamin ¥, Hubert,
president of the Georgla Mechani-
cal and Industrial College, has in-

augurated Negro IHome Owner-
ship Week, March 4-10, for the pur-
pose of unitedly concentrating on
the problems threatening this
fundamenta! hold of the Negro on
the economic structure. -

It, during this week, through
preachers, teachers, farm-and.
home-demonstration agents, Joanes
workers, nurses, and other public-
spirited people, wavering farm
owners may be induced to look at
rural Iife not only as it {5 now, but
ag it may be made to be, a lasting
tenefit will come to those who like
country living and who now seem
to be forced out by lemporary con-
ditions,

Some of these farm owners msy.
during this weslk, catch a visjon of
rural life such .as will.turn them
from an attitude of pessim!sm into
hecoming constructive workers In.
the upbuilding of a countryside
that meets and satisfies the needs
and longings ot its people
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